
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

SUBJECT ON A PAGE: 
At Edward Pauling Primary School,  we want to inspire our children to become 
curious and explorative thinkers with a diverse knowledge of the world – in 
other words, to think like geographers. 

Build understanding of place, 
space, and scale, while 

developing enquiry skills, map 
work, and ability to think 

critically about human and 
physical processes in the world. 

Ensure all our children develop a 
secure understanding of the 

world around them, so they are 
equipped to think critically, act 

responsibly, and engage 
confidently as global citizens. 

 

Explicitly teach map-reading skills, 
and fieldwork techniques, so our 

children can apply their knowledge 
to make connections between 

places, and deepen their 
understanding of the world. 

Create an awareness of how 
Geography shapes lives at multiple 
scales and over time. The hope is to 

encourage children to become 
resourceful, active citizens who will 
have the skills to contribute to and 

improve the world around them. 

Develop the children’s 
confidence to question and 

observe places, measure and 
record necessary data in a 

variety of ways and analyse and 
present their findings. 

Our 
Curriculum 

                                                    

                                        Our curriculum design enables geographical knowledge and skills 
to be developed over time. New content is mainly introduced at the start of each 
key stage, giving children time to practise, revisit, and apply their learning in later 
years. To support developing teachers subject knowledge and to ensure the highest 
quality of geography teaching teachers are supported by Kapow- our chosen scheme 
of work.  
 

Strong 
Foundations 
 
                                         Children begin learning geography in the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) as outlined in the strands: ‘People, 
Culture and Communities’ and ‘The Natural World’ . There are also 
opportunities to link geography to other areas of learning, such as 
drawing simple maps to practise fine motor skills. Furthermore, in the 
strand, ‘Understanding the World’ teachers plan activities that support 
children to make sense of their surroundings and community by giving 
them opportunities to explore, observe, and learn about people, 
places, technology and the environment. The development of 
vocabulary is key in the EYFS, and teachers carefully select and model 
correct use of vocabulary as it supports children to communicate and 
supports learning now and in the future.  

A Consistent 
Approach 

                                     Geography is taught in units each term as identified in our chosen 
scheme of work- Kapow. In Key Stage 1, learning is carefully sequenced to build 
children’s understanding of scale and place, beginning with their local environment, then 
moving to national contexts and finally to global studies. Key concepts such as place, 
space, scale and interdependence are introduced early and revisited in different 
contexts. This repeated exposure, through a range of case studies and enquiries, helps 
children to deepen and secure their understanding by the end of each phase—for 
example: exploring settlement locally in a familiar content before exploring global cities.  

Geography 

                                        Our approach to teaching geography helps 
children build their knowledge and skills step by step across each key 
stage. Children develop locational knowledge by using maps, atlases 
and globes, and strengthen their understanding of places through 
comparing local, national and global areas. They learn about human 
and physical geography through enquiry, helping them understand 
how people and environments are connected. Throughout our 
curriculum design fieldwork and practical skills are purposefully 
incorporated. Children learn to use geographical vocabulary, interpret 
different sources, collect and analyse data, and present their findings 
clearly. These skills are revisited over time to build confidence and 
independence. Children also visit local areas linked to their topics, 
such as: the Sunbury River, Longford River, Feltham Town Centre and 
Bedfont Lakes. 

Key  
concepts 

Locational                Place                   Physical                Human              Field                Mapping  
Knowledge             Features              Features               Work  
 

 

Local Study        The UK       Continents      European         Wider               Human            Natural  
                                                  & Oceans        Locations          World               Impact             World  

 

Project  
Drivers 

Development of 
Key Skills 



  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
         
         
         
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Strong Vocabulary 
Development  

         Our curriculum is fully adaptable for pupils with SEND, unit  
plans include guidance on how activities can be modified to meet different needs. 
Lessons use a variety of strategies to support and challenge all learners, including: 
scaffolding tasks, multi-sensory approaches, clear instructions, and a mix of 
collaborative and independent tasks. The curriculum is designed to allow steady, 
manageable progression, helping all children to access learning, build confidence, 
and succeed regardless of their starting point.   
 

Adaptations 

                               Throughout our Geography curriculum children are introduced to 
specific key terms and vocabulary in the context of the learning they are studying. 
Key terms have been organised into four strands: locational knowledge, place 
knowledge, human and physical geography, and geographical skills and language is 
revisited throughout the curriculum. Classroom display boards show vocabulary and 
information to help children learn and apply their knowledge independently. 

                                           Knowledge Organisers are structured documents that 
clearly set out the key knowledge, concepts and vocabulary for each unit. 
They provide a concise summary of essential learning, present subject-
specific terminology with definitions, and use a clear, visual layout to 
support understanding. Designed as a reference tool for both teachers and 
children, they promote retrieval practice, reinforce long-term memory and 
encourage independent learning. These are included in all children’s 
exercise books, allowing them to refer to them whenever needed during 
their learning. 

 
                                       Our curriculum design actively supports children’s spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development through its geography content 
and approaches to learning. It encourages children to explore different 
perspectives, helping them to understand how people experience places and 
environments in diverse ways. Children are given opportunities to reflect on 
ethical issues, such as: environmental responsibility, sustainability and the 
impact of human activity on communities and the planet. 
Social development is fostered through collaborative tasks, discussion and 
enquiry, enabling children to listen to others, share ideas and work 
cooperatively. Cultural development is strengthened through the study of a 
wide range of places and communities, helping children to appreciate cultural 
diversity and develop respect for different traditions, lifestyles and ways of 
life. 
 

                                   Children have the opportunity to use resources to support their 
learning.  Children are taught how to read maps in KS1 building up to OS maps in 
KS2. Each term, Hounslow Library Service support teachers to update class library 
stock to provide age-appropriate reading resources to enhance children’s learning 
and support class topics.  

Children will become 
curious and explorative 
thinkers with a diverse 

knowledge of the world 
and think like a 

geographer. 

 

Children will become 
confident to question and 

observe places, measure and 
record data in various ways 

and analyse and present 
their findings. 

 

Children will become 
resourceful, active citizens 

who have the skills to 
contribute to and improve 

the world around them. 

 

Children can explain features 
of the world including how 

they were formed, how they 
are interconnected and how 

they have changed over time. 

 

Children will broaden their 
exploration of geographical 

skills and understanding 
through local fieldwork. 

 

Reading in 
Geography Lessons 

                               Fieldwork is a key concept in Geography, children engage in age-appropriate 
fieldwork activities that are meaningful and related to the class topic. Fieldwork starts with the 
immediate location (school and home) expanding to regional, national and then globally- 
making genuine connections for the children and providing hands-on experiences that they will 
enjoy, whilst expanding their cultural capital. Children are also encouraged to work out the best 
routes for their trips using equipment, making the task more real and developing life skills. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fieldwork 


