Reading with your child at Home
Wednesday 10th June 2026

Reading with your children builds vocabulary, strengthens bonds and sparks a lifelong love of stories. Read together daily and let them choose books matching their own interests. 
How can you support your child with their Reading at Home?
Before Reading
Activate prior knowledge by asking a question: (choose one)
· What happened last time we were reading this?
· What do you know about the topic?
· What happened in the last chapter?
· What have you learned about……. At school?
· Do you remember when we watched….. and found out about…?

During Reading
Encourage your child to develop fluency by:
· Reading with expression – say it like you mean it.
For example: read this sentence aloud but with emphasis on different words: ‘ I didn’t say she walked home.’

· Making the punctuation audible – let me hear the full stop.
For example: use the commas to pause for effect:
 ‘I looked, I turned, and I ran.’

After Reading
Summarise and make predictions by asking a question: (choose one)
· What is the main thing that happened or changed?
· What do you want/expect to happen next?
· Is there anything that we are waiting to find out?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Was there anything that particularly surprised or interested you?
Top tips for Reading at Home

· Set a Routine: choose 10 – 15 minutes at a predictable time, such as right after dinner or just before bed

· Make it interactive: 
· bring stories to life using funny voices
· ask open-ended questions like, “What do you think will happen?”
· 
· Follow their Lead: let them re-read the same favourite book repeatedly, or explore other reading formats like comics, recipes and picture books

· Be a Role Model: let your children see you reading for pleasure so they understand it’s a valuable and enjoyable activity. You are your child’s first and most important reading role model. When they see you enjoying a book, or even a recipe, they learn that reading is valuable and fun. By sharing your joy with them, you will inspire a love of reading that will stay with them as they grow.

Reading in Daily Life
Reading can happen all through everyday life, not just at story time. Children learn from signs in the street, labels on food, menus in cafes or words on a cereal box. Noticing and talking about these words helps them to understand that reading is useful, everywhere, and a natural part of daily life – it doesn’t have to be limited to books!

Visit the local library
Visiting the local library is a great way to explore a wider range of books together at no cost. Children can choose stories that spark their interests and many libraries also offer fun activities like story time or other reading-relates activities. It’s often a relaxed, welcoming space that helps children to see reading as an adventure.



















